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Islam Darul Ulum University Lamongan Abstract According to its development, literacy is 

not just about the ability to read and write, but also other language activities, such as 

talking and listening. Through literacy one can improve the quality of life better. In 

addition, literacy is key to the progress of a nation.  

 

Once the importance of literacy, literacy should have been started in the family, which 

since the days of child language acquisition, or in the future development of the child. 

Based on observation of five children ranging in age from 0; 0 to 2; 6years, there are 

significant differences in language acquisition as well as social skills.  

 

Two children were introduced to literacy from age 0; 0 years, while the other three are 

not introduced literacy. Children who are introduced to storytelling, singing, 

story-telling, and reading (even though the child is not able to read) from the age of 0; 0 

years have a faster language acquisition than children who introduced the event.  

 

Keywords: literacy, a period of child development, language acquisition Introduction Is 

simply literacy-related activities of reading and writing alone? In the beginning it was. 

This is also consistent with the opinion of Kern (2000: 3) that the Literacy associated with 

reading and writing competence. But as the development of human intelligence needs 

and the scope widened that literacy also includes how people communicate in society.  

 

In other words, the wider literacy is not just about the ability to read and write, but also 

other language activities, such as talking and listening. It is based when speaking 

someone verbally verbal activity by using logic to show keterpahamannya. Similarly, 

when listening to spoken text, a person using the entire berbahasanya competence to 



understand the meaning conveyed by the opponent he says (Yulianto, 2015).  

 

Furthermore, Kern (2000: 16-17) argues that literacy includes the interpretation, 

conversion collaboration, cultural knowledge, problem solving, self-reflection, as well as 

the use of language. The principle can be applied widely in communication. Thus, 

literacy is not only natural, but it is a cultural concentration. This is due to socio-cultural 

literacy practices related to the use of language. Cultural literacy is key to the progress 

of a nation.  

 

The progress of a local or campus can be seen from the local library or campus 

tetrsebut. That is, the number of lots of the collection and how much the number of 

visitors can be used as a benchmark of high and low culture of literacy in the area / 

campus. Once the importance of literacy in an area should have been started in the 

family, which since the days of child language acquisition, or in the future development 

of the child. This is because the life of the community it stems from the family so that all 

start from the family, including a child's language skills.  

 

Although there has been argued literacy can be done at school age, more stout opinion 

stating literacy planting is best done during the period of child development. Therefore, 

this article will describe the importance of instilling literacy during the development of 

the child. Period Early Child Language Acquisition Process child begins to recognize with 

its environment verbally referred to child language acquisition.  

 

First language acquisition occurs when the child who from the beginning without the 

language now has obtained one language. At the time of child language acquisition, the 

child is more directed at the communications functions of the form language. First 

language acquisition are closely related to the social development of children and 

thereby also closely related to the formation of social identity.  

 

Learn the first language is one of the holistic development of the child becoming a full 

member of society. Since the baby has been interacting in the social environment. A 

mother is often offered an opportunity for the baby to participate in social 

communication with him. When that baby was first exposed to socialization that the 

world is where people share a sense.  

 

The development of child language acquisition can be divided into three main parts, 

namely: the development of preschool, kombinatori speech development, and future 

development of the school. The development of the child's first language acquisition in 

preschool years can be divided over prelinguistic development, stage one word and 

utterance combination starters. Prelinguistic development is characterized by the 



exchange of a turn between the parents (especially mothers) with children.  

 

During the development of the child prelinguistic develop the concept itself. He tried to 

distinguish itself with a subject, itself with others and relationship with objects and 

actions at the stage of one word, the child constantly working to collect the names of 

objects and people he met.  

 

Words that first earned this stage typically is a word that says deed, word socialization, 

says that states the place, and said that states pemerian. During the 2nd stage three 

expressive means used by children, who can make their sentences become longer, 

namely the emergence of morphemes grammatical inclusively in the speech of children, 

understanding or connecting together the relationship these two things, and expansion 

term relationship.  

 

Development of Kombinatori speech children can be divided into four parts, namely the 

development of negative / denial, interrogative development / questions, the 

development of the sentence merger, and the development of the sound system. While 

the future development of the school year in which the child p isthere this stage the 

development emphasis shifting from the language to the content and use of language. 

Children have achieved creative stage in language development. A creative language 

can be heard in the form of singing or poetry.  

 

Correlate with the development of the child, Rohmah (in Savitri, 2015: 181) states that 

the future development of the child (early childhood or preschool) is a gateway literacy. 

Therefore, the introduction of literacy should be doing at that age. Early childhood 

literacy gate is said to be due in early childhood (3-4 years) is the golden age in 

children's development, including the development of language.  

 

At that age, children begin to hear and recognize new words from their environment. 

Simple sentences such as sentences that are incomplete or imperfect is a peculiarity of 

the resulting sentence early childhood (3-4 years) (Dardjowidjojo, 2010: 65). In contrast 

with the opinions Rohmah above, literacy need not wait for children aged 3-4 years.  

 

Literacy in children can be done from the age of 0 years such as the stage and the 

period of child language acquisition in Table 1 below. Table: 1 Stage and Period 

Language Acquisition Stage /Period Age Language Acquisition Preliminary stage 0; 0-1; 

0 Babbling, impersonation, and a preliminary understanding (rudimentary). First period 

1; 0 -1; 6 Children receive a sound with a specific meaning that expresses the ideas of 

the entire sentence.  

 



There is no evidence that children understand grammar. The second period 1; 6-2; 0 

Kids began to realize that everything has a name. The third period 2; 0-2; 6 Sentences 

have a better shape consisting of words for major grammatical relations such as subject 

and object. Obtaining inflection has started, probably for the next few years. 

Syntactically consists of words that have a loose connection that word order can be 

different.  

 

The range of questions began to spread. The fourth period of 2; 6-hereinafter simple 

juxtaposition of the words, the syntax is replaced by the hierarchical structure and the 

addition of the acquisition of the subordinate sentence. Acquiring some grammatical 

morpheme continues.  

 

Kids' questions include things about time and causality (Stern in Ingram, 1992: 39) 

Literacy in the Period of Growth Literacy in the early period of language acquisition is 

done by introducing literacy through storytelling, storytelling, singing, accompanying 

the child while watching educational videos and asked responsible with children (Savitri, 

2015: 188). Ways of introducing literacy can be done at the age of 0 years, when the 

mother picked her up and put the kids.  

 

Mistakes are often made by mothers or caregivers are they just sit when mengendong 

or euthanize her. A mother or caregiver can introduce the names of objects that 

surround the baby while mengendong. Inviting talking, telling stories, singing mom to 

anaknnya for children during preschool age are still busy developing speech and 

language.  

 

Language development is closely linked to the development of reading skills later on. At 

this age, membacalah to your child as often as possible to foster an interest in reading 

and expand vocabulary. Introduce the reading from the earliest period of language 

acquisition, such as storytelling before children go to sleep, equal to instill a love of 

reading in children naturally. During development, the child will be familiar with books 

and reading.  

 

In addition to a growing child's reading ability, time or didongengi diceritai child, the 

child will have the ability to understand the content of reading which was read and be 

able to retell with simple sentences. In this case the listening skills of children will be 

formed. At the age of 1; 0 and thereafter, the child can begin to learn the basic fine 

motor skills needed to learn to write later (prewritingskills).These skills such as learning 

to draw a line, draw a circle, and connect the dots. Coloring also support the 

development of these skills.  

 



Use stationery with a fat handle to be more easily held by children. Dealing with 

language acquisition during kemabang the child grows, the researchers conducted a 

study of five children ranging in age from 0; 0 to 2; 6 years. Five of the children were 1 

female and 4 males were born at almost the same time, which is between the months of 

August and September.  

 

Of the five children, two children were introduced to literacy age of 0 years, while the 

other three are not introduced literacy. Children who are introduced to storytelling, 

singing, story-telling, and reading (even though the child is not able to read) had a 

faster language acquisition than children who introduced the event. This can be 

observed in table 2 below.  

 

Table 2 Acquiring Language in Children with Introduction of Literacy and Children 

Without introduction of Literacy Age Acquiring Language Phase Acquiring Language 

Development of Communicatio n by the Denver II Children with Introduction to Literacy 

Children Without introduction of Literacy 0: 0-0; 1 React to the sounds React to sounds 

voice (crying) Reacting to a bell 0; 2 voice - vocalizations voiced 0; 3 reacts turned to the 

voice, laughing / screaming voice - laugh / scream 0; 5 - - - turning the sound 0; 6 

voiced ma ma ma shout - - 0 ; 7 - - Repetition of syllables (ma ma ma) - 0; 8 the 

utterance of the word - - Voice ma ma ma 0; 9 Calling (parents) mama papa Voice ma 

ma ma - - 0; 11 - - the utterance of the word Calling Mom papa 1; 1 having had less 

than fifty - - - words 1; 6 Pointing image, merge multiple words (master many 

vocabulary) - - Speaking a few words 2; 0 Mention the color of objects, making simple 

sentences with 2-3 words.  

 

Mention / speak a few words of two three- word utterance Pointing image (cat, ball); 

combine several words like mama drink 2; 3 The sentence is more complex, expression - 

- - 2; 6 Story telling, retelling - - - 3; 0 - - - Mention the color of objects According to 

Table 2 above, we see that the child with the introduction of literacy acquire the 

language faster than children without the introduction of literacy.  

 

Kids have done a repetition of the syllable at the age of 0, 6, faster one month 

compared with the theory of language acquisition and faster 2 months when compared 

to the development of the communication by the Denver II. In contrast to children 

without the introduction of literacy, they just repeat the syllable at the age of 0; 9. At the 

age of 2.3  

 

years, the child with the introduction of literacy has been able to produce more complex 

sentences. They already biased produce Ratingssentence? Nda te ndi'Mother going?'. In 

addition, they also have to express opinions as in the following dialog. Mother: Rotine 



kok ngak dimaem? 'Why did not eat the cake?' Children: Moh. 'No' Mother: Lapo? 

'Why?' Children: Ndak nok tatnya.  

 

'No chocolate' In addition to this, the child with the introduction of literacy at the age of 

2.6 can tell and retell. Storytelling means that children are able to recounts, for example, 

tells about his experiences with his mother to the market and to the zoo. Recounting in 

a sense the child is able to retell in their own words about his mother's stories read.  

 

Kids can mention the names of the characters, character-character, and background 

stories. In addition to stage a faster language acquisition, children are introduced 

literacy at age 0; 0 has a better social abilities. Kids can interact with their peers, can 

communicate with other people (other than family).  

 

Moreover, children are also showing an interest in books and stationery, such as books 

and crayons and doodling and walls. Cover language acquisition theory states that a 

child from birth has been equipped with LAD (Linguage Acuisition Device). LAD is used 

to acquire, store, and develop knowledge, including language.  

 

In other words, the growth of language in humans genetically programmed, such as 

breast and whisker growth in general. Based on the theory of language acquisition 

planting should begin from the age of 0; 0. At that age, children begin to recognize and 

accept the language sounds around him.  

 

For this reason, the planting of literacy needs to be done since the period of 

development of the child. Planting literacy when starting at age 0; 0 will make the child 

more quickly in obtaining and producing language. In addition, children will also have 

better social skills.  

 

Literacy in this period is done by telling stories, storytelling, singing, accompanying the 

child while watching educational videos, and ask the child replied. If the child is already 

good prelinguistic period in language acquisition, subsequent periods of language 

acquisition will also be good. References Dardjowidjojo, Soenjono. 2010. Psikolinguistik: 

Pengantar Pemahaman Bahasa Manusia. Jakarta: Yayasan Obor Indonesia. Ingram, 

David. 1992.  

 

First Languange Acquisitions: Method, Deskription, and Explanation. Cambridge: 

Cambridge Univercity Press. Kern, Richard. 2000. Literacy and Language Teaching. 

Hongkong: Oxford Univercity Press. Savitri, Agusniar Dian. 2015. Penanaman Literasi 

pada Priode Awal Pemerolehan Bahasa. Proseding. Surabaya: Universitas Negeri 

Surabaya. Yulianto, Bambang. 2001. Perkembangan Fonologis Turunan Bahasa 



Indonesia Anak: Suatu Tinjauan Berdasarkan Fonologi Generatif.  

 

Disertasi. Malang: Universitas Negeri Malang.  

 

INTERNET SOURCES: 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

<1% - https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0885200616301405 

<1% - https://www.readingrockets.org/research/topic/earlyliteracy 

<1% - 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/222702039_Sex_differences_in_processing_sp

eed_Developmental_effects_in_males_and_females 

<1% - 

https://bilingualkidspot.com/2019/05/20/literacy-activities-for-preschoolers-kindergarte

n-toddler/ 

<1% - 

https://makalahlaporanterbaru1.blogspot.com/2011/03/makalah-language-acquisition.h

tml 

<1% - https://www.media.mit.edu/cogmac/publications/Roy_interspeech_keynote.pdf 

<1% - https://www.slideshare.net/n0n4/affective-factors-in-sla 

<1% - 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/292612855_A_Featural_Approach_to_Sign_Lan

guage_Negation 

<1% - https://cslstherapy.com/morphology-and-syntax/ 

<1% - https://sentence.yourdictionary.com/vocabulary 

<1% - https://www.sas.upenn.edu/~medinatn/Papers/MedinaTN-Dissertation-2007.doc 

<1% - https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~ref/mlim/index.shtml 

<1% - 

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/fcdc/inquiries/58th/Autis

m/FCDC_58-03_Autism_report.pdf 

<1% - https://www.hindawi.com/journals/neuroscience/2014/585237/ 

<1% - https://parenting.nytimes.com/toddler/2-year-old 

<1% - https://quizlet.com/154792037/coms-3553-school-age-set-flash-cards/ 

<1% - https://www.wingsnw.com/skills.html 

<1% - https://www.surfnetparents.com/783/why-coloring-is-important-for-motor-skills/ 

<1% - http://file.scirp.org/xml/73731.xml 

<1% - https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED434758.pdf 

<1% - 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/280710090_Knowledge_morality_and_affiliatio

n_in_social_interaction 

<1% - https://listeningtoreading.wordpress.com/english-language-learners/ 



<1% - https://www2.ed.gov/programs/readingfirst/2008conferences/language.pdf 

<1% - http://storyarts.org/articles/storytelling.html 

<1% - https://quizlet.com/80909453/lifespan-development-final-exam-flash-cards/ 

<1% - 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/8d74/6f74b73ad76e8e6ac3276a1ef9da0bd5739c.pdf 

<1% - https://www.thebabycorner.com/page/2510/ 

<1% - http://sawerigading.kemdikbud.go.id/index.php/sawerigading/article/view/290 

<1% - http://journal.um-surabaya.ac.id/index.php/lingua/article/view/1434 

 


